Parents’ Council Meeting Minutes
February 11, 2009

Attendees:  Kathy Brindle, Bindu Alla, Martha Licea, Debra Ryan, Amy Lucas, Chae Hee Porubcin, Stacy Chambers, Kamala Reddy, Alton Barber, Vicki Wallace, Anne Goodman, Carrie Bowman (apologies for any omissions!)

· The January meeting minutes were approved.

· Carrie Bowman spoke about the treasurer’s report; activity shows Fall funding requests and the Family Museum (for Mad Science Day) have been paid.  We continue to receive income from Magazine Drive and Scrip orders.  We are close to even on Rivermont Wear expenses.  Kathy Brindle stated, we have a decent amount of inventory in stock.
· Anne Goodman gave an Annual Fund update.  There is a contest coming (flyers and envelopes will go home with the children February 23rd) to get the students involved.  Each class that achieves 100% parent participation by April 3rd will get an ice cream party.  The first class to get 100% participation will get an additional prize.  Currently, parent participation in the Annual Fund drive is only at 24%.  Anne reminded everyone that it is not the dollar amount given--but that everyone participates.  This is so important when Rivermont goes out into the community to ask for additional funding and grants.

· A big thank-you to Veronica Huh for coordinating and chairing Winterfest\/Mad Science Day.  The entire day was a huge success.  Rivermont Collegiate was on all 3 major network news stations, and was also featured in the Dispatch-Argus newspaper.  NHS helped with the event—in the past, Parents’ Council has donated $100.00 to NHS for helping—this was approved unanimously again.  The donation will be given to Kelly Turner, who is the faculty advisor for NHS.

· Pancake Tuesday is on February 24th.  Amy Lucas is chairing the event, and requested an additional person to help cook pancakes from 8:30-10:30 in the morning that day.  Kathy Brindle volunteered to help.  Amy stated everything is all planned and good with the event.

· March 6 from 3:30-5:00 is the International Food Festival.  Vicki Wallace, Chae Porubcin and Delia Meier are chairing this event.  They are in need of additional volunteers.  Set-up is approximately 2:00.  There will be a cookie bake contest and the Indian students will dance and have a teaching segment--both will be new this year.  Chae stated restaurants will not be solicited this year, as it’s important for everyone to sample the wonderful offerings from within our school.  Tammi Burrell, Charlie Rodriguez, and June McWilliams will be the non-partisan judges for the event.  Flyers will be going home soon regarding the International Food Festival.  All room parents are asked to contact their class’ parents regarding food donations are to get volunteers.  The assigned classes are 4th and 5th for this event. 
· Leigh Ann Schroeder spoke briefly about the Rivermont Academic Invitational (RAI) which is coming up April 22-23.  Rivermont is hosting this contest, which is in its second year.  Last year, 19 schools participated.  This year there are 25 schools signed up for the event—we are looking at approximately 300 kids to be here over both days.  Parents’ Council supported this event with a donation last year and this year. Leigh Ann thanked everyone for the monetary donation and also passed around a volunteer sheet for the event.  Volunteer opportunities include set-up helper the night before, greeters, registration table, lunch help, and general help throughout both days.  Most of the volunteer shifts are one-hour segments, and any help is greatly appreciated.
· Anne Goodman spoke briefly about the Spring Bookfair—Katie Franks is the chairperson for the event.  The theme is “Lights, Camera, Books” and will run from March 23-27 and during conferences.  Set up is on Sunday, March 22 in the afternoon.  More information will be coming home with the children regarding volunteer opportunities for this fundraiser.

· Anne opened up the discussion regarding Parent’s Council fundraisers for next year.  We will vote on fundraisers for the 2009-2010 school year at the March Parent’s Council meeting.  She discussed Sally Foster, which is a relatively low profile fundraiser—Parent’s Council gets 50% profit.  Lisa Panozzo chaired the Sally Foster fundraiser this year and mentioned to Anne it could be an online only fundraiser to alleviate paperwork and shipping hassles.  Parents’ Council was charged $150.00 for shipping this year.  It was discussed online orders need to reach at least $70.00 for free shipping, and families could group together to reach that easily.  Martha Licea stated timing with the fundraisers is always an issue, as everything seems to hit all at once in the Fall.  It was discussed to possibly have a longer, online, selling period for Sally Foster.  Beth Heaney brought up the possibility of a new fundraiser for next year, Red Wheel, which are food products like pies, cookie dough, frozen snacks, etc.  She will check with the representative and get price sheets and profit margin information for the March meeting.
· Additional business discussed:

· The parent satisfaction survey is to be completed by Friday, February 13.  As of last week, over half of the families had completed the survey.  Results go directly to NAIS.  It was suggested that we have a more “Rivermont” specific survey in the future, as a lot of the questions don’t apply to our school.

· Anniversary T-Shirts are available for purchase.  They are $10.00 each—Brittany Marietta is taking orders.  The sizes are Youth Small to Adult L, in red or black ink on a white T-Shirt.  Extra large sizes will be available in the future.

· Rick St. Laurent stated that the homework issues of past Parents’ Council meetings are being addressed.

NEXT MEETING IS MARCH 11, 2009 AT 5:00 p.m.  
CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED

